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_ PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


GERMAN REFORMED SYNOD &c. 


IN accordance with a resolution of Synod of last year, 
held in Philadelphia, the members ¢ the same convened in 
Reamstown, Lancaster county, on the fourth of September, 
1831. Saturday evening receeding, ETS, Dubs preached 
from Matth. 5.3. Sabbath morning at half past 9 o’clock 
the Revd. President of Synod iver appropriate dis- 
course from 1 Cor. 4. 1,2. At 1 o’clock in the afternoor 
Revd. Smidmer discoursed in the English language from 2 
Cor. 5. 20. At 3 o’clock, service again commenced in — 
which Revd. F. E. Von der Sloot entertained eo 
gation with a sermon from the tenth chapter of Leviti- 
cus and the latter part of the third verse. In the evening 

Revd. Bibighaus officiated from Acts 26. 18. 


Monday morning at 9 o’clock, the brethren, ministers 
and elders, from the different congregations in Pennsylvania 
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and adjacent states, forming this Synod, met in the church, 
to transact whatever business might occur. All members 


present united with the President of Synod, in singing. ad | 
praying, to implore the assistance of the Lord, and so t 
first session was opened. | 
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On motion resolved, that Revd. F. L. Herman, as presi- 
dent, and George Kemp, as treasurer, continue in office 
for one year more, and that John C. Guldin be secretary of 
the present session. | 


On motion and resolution, the Constitution of the Synod 
was read; and immediately thereupon the proceedings of 
the last session of Synod. 


Each minister, individually, was now called up from the 
chair, to render an account of the state of his congregations 
and of his ministerial transactions. Froni the account given 
verbatim by the ministers and the written testimonies pre- 
sented by the elders of the various congregations, it appears 
that the state of the church, generally, is prosperous and that 
the bretheren belonging to this connection, distinguish them- 
selves through sincere and zealous activity. 


The following letters were read before this session. 


1. One from the honorable vestry of the reformed congre- 
gation in New-York, wherein they age the happy state 
of their congregation, and in which they also manifest that 
that congregation is fully satisfied with their minister, Revd. 
G. Mills. Synod was pleased to hear such, and implores 
| “ their behalf the divine benediction for the continuance of 
the same. } . 


2. One from brother Althaus, in which he avows his love 
and regard to this Synod, wishes the Lords blessing to the 
same, and wishes to have his absence from Synod excused, 
by reason ef the great distance he has to come. 


Excused. 


3. One from the honorable vestry of the congregations in 
and roundabout Carlisle, now under the care'of Revd. J. S. 
Ebaugh, in which they express their desire of becoming con- 
nected with this Synod. 7 


4, One of John T. Clark, asking excuse for not attending 
to Synod and desiring to have his licence renewed. ~ 


Excused. . 
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5. Another was presented to Synod, written by a Mr. 
"Jacob Hoffman, in which he requests of this body to follow 
the resolutions of the Revd. Dutch Reformed Synod, which 
resolutions, in essence, are, ‘* ‘Lo receive no one into the 
community of the church, who has not, ex animo, renounced 
the order of Freemasonry and to suspend a il members, el- 
ders, deacons, ministers &c. who have not or will not re- 
nounce said order.” 





6. Another on the same subject, containing a similar re- 


quest, signed by the honorable vestry of a congregation in 
Mifflin county. 
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Brother Shults:reported, ‘that he has accepted of anap 
pointment as City Missionary in Philadelphia.’? From his 
report it is apparent that he is rendering himself a very use- 
fal minister of the gospel, a blessing in the church of Christ 
in his present province of action. * 


Application was made to Synod to be examined and li- 
censed by a Mr. F. L. Daubert, student of divinity from 
Germany, presenting favourable reccommendations from the 


honourable vestry of the Reformed congregation in Race 
street, Philadelphia. _ 4 


Another application of the same nature was made by a 


Mr. Henry Miller, who acquired a theological education in 
Philadelphia. : . 


Resolved, that the request of Revd. J. S. Ebaugh and 


his congregations be referred to a committee ; the following 
brethren compose this committee 


C. G. Herrman, 
) F. E. Von der Sloot, 
” ad T. H. Leinbach, 
| John Wilson, Esq. 
, William Hottenstein. 
The dpplication of Mr. Daubert was also committed to 
this committee. s 
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The following persons were proposed and_ received by 
Synod as a committee to inquire whether Mr. Mi ler should 
be admitted as a candidate for examination and licensure. 


’ a 7 Cc. W. Shults, 
et : F. W. Von der Sloot, 
- | S. Seibert, 
at George Miller, 
John C. Guldin. 


The brethren A. L. Herman, S. Seibert, William Smid- 
mer, Benjamin Haberstich and Jacob Schwobe were ap- 
pointed a committee to adjust the accounts of the treasurer. 


The committee, appointed by last years session, to have 
the Constitution of Synod printed, reported through brother 
Bibighaus, that this was done. 

7 H. Bibighaus, 
¥. L. Herman, 
J. C. Guldin. 


The session was closed with singing and prayer. 
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Afternoon 2 o’clocte. 
Singing and praying opened the second session. 


The committee appointed to examine, du:ing the recess 
of Synod, Mr. L. C. B. Herman, reported, that they ex- 
amined him in the learned languages and other branches of 
theology, in which he gave them such satisfaction that they 

) granted him licensure. 


J. C. Guldin, * 
¥. H. Leimbach, 
J. S. Dubs. 


The committee, appointed to take the request of the con- 
egregations in and about Carlisle and of their pastor, Revd. 
J. C. Ebaugh, into consideration, reported, ‘that they, 
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having duly considered all circumstances and particulars, 
most cheerfully and gladly reecommend them to be received 
into this connection.” = Agreed to. 


C. G. Herman, 

J. S. Dubs, 

F. E. Von der Sloot, 
T. H. Leinbach, 
John Wilson, Esq. 
William Hottenstein. 


‘Resolved, that the president and secretary of Synod in- 
form the congregations of Revd. Ebaugh of our proceedings 
with respect to themselves, their pastor and of their recep- 
tion into our connection. 


‘The committee to which Mr. Daubert’s application was 
referred, reported, ‘‘that they, in consequence of his good 
reccommendations, recommend him to Synod as a candi- 
date for examination. ”° C. G. Herman, 

J. S. Dubs, 

F. E. Von der Sloot, 
T. H. Leinbach, 

John Wilson, Esq. 

Report approved. Willam Hottenstein. 


On motion resolved, that a committee be appointed to ex- 
amine Mr. Daubert with regard to his theological acquire- 
ments. The following brethren constitute this committee. 


John S. Ebaugh, 
T. H. Leinbach, 
J. S. Dubs, 

J. C. Guldin. 


The committee on Mr. Miller’s application, reported, 
that they found his recommendations so that they wish to see 
him examined.” C. W. Shults, 
F. W. Von der Sloot, 
S. Seibert, 
"2 .- |  G. Miller, | ir 
Report approved. , J.C. Guldin. 
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Resolved, that a committee be appointed to examine Mr. 
Miller ; this committee is composed of the brethren, 
C. W. Wack, : 
H. Bibighaus, 


: a C.G. Elerman. 


Resolved, that the licence of Revd. Porter be renewed. 


On motion that the title of this Synod be altered, the 
question being maturely considered, the following resolution 
was finally and unanimously adopted : Whereas this Synod — 





“has extended itself beyond the boundaries of Pennsylvania } 


and whereas this Synod is, in reality, the Old Synod, as it | 
was at the time of its origin in the United States, be 3¢ re- vis 
solved, that the title of this Free and Independent Synod , 
shall henthforth be: “* Ze Synod of the German Reformed a | 
Church of Pennsylvania and adjacent States.” ca 2 


- Resolved, that Revd. . Ebaugh, in accordance with the 
last resolution, be requested to have the Seal* of the Synod 
altered. : ; 


Resolved that the letters on Masonry, addressed to Synod, 
be referred to a committee ; the following brethren were 
nominated for the same. 


Cc. W. Wack, 

F. E. Von der Sloot, 
A. L. Herman, 

J. Blaus, 

J. Seibert. 


A letter from brother Berky, in which he pleads sickness 
in his family as an excuse for his absence, gives a re 
his congregations, from which it is apparent that he dis- 
charges the duties incumbent on an embassador of Christ. 


His absence excused. he 


a device adopted for the seal of Synod is ‘a flying Eagle, 
with the Gospel Trumpet and the ¢ livebranch of Peace, © — 
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nis experience of true godliness, and therefore recommend 


him to Synod for licensure.” | oe 


righ! John 8S. Ebaugh, 
is J. S. Dubs, 
Le H. Leinbach, 
Accepted. . J. @. Guldin. - 


The brethren on the committee to examine Mr. Miller 
reported, ‘* that he did not offer himself for examination 


in the learned languages, but that they found him profi- 


cient in all other branches of theology and accordingly 
recommend him for licensure. 
| C. W. Wack, 
H. Bibighaus, 
J C. G. Herman. 
Report approved. 


‘The committe to which were referred the several letters 


on Masonry, read this report, which was agreed upon by, 
Pai ing 





Synod : ** we, the committee appointed to invest : 
documents communicated to Synod on the subject of Ma- 
sonry, deem it mexpedient for Synod to give it their fur- 


ther attention, it being foreign to the nature and design of | 


an ecclesiastical body.” . 
THOS ia C. W. Wack, | 
F. E. Von der Sloot, 
A. L. Herman, 
Jacob Blaus, 
x “e Fe Jacob Seibert. 
Resolved, that it be left to the officers of Synod to. pro- 
eee option with regard to the licence o: d. J. T. 






ved, that the se fs etary of Synod be fy 
a — cee ‘ IT ios ‘to . all 
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Resolved, that Mr. Shults visit that congregation as 
missionary. 

Resolved, that all congregations under the pastoral care 
of the brethren of this connection and their geographical 
situation be specified in our minutes. 

Resolved, that in future each minister shall annuall: 

resent a written account to Synod of the state of religion 
in his congregations. - “s ' 

Resolved, that the session close for this morning. 

, “% = - 


Singing and praying closed it. ee 


; 


- 


At 10 o’clock the brethren and a numerous multitude 
assembled for divine service in the house of God, upon 
which occasion Revd. C. G. Herman delivered a sermon 
from 1 John 4. 1, 2, 3- After service the committee pro- 
ceeded to the ordination of Revd. Schefer. On this 
solemn scene all hearts were moved and many were in 





tears while the ministers and the candidate, who had just 
avowed faithfulness in his holy function to the Lord of the 
Church, and who under the imposition of hands, received 
the divine benediction, knelt in the presence of the Most 
High, importuning in prayer. Strengthened they arose 
and presented their hands to the new-ordained brother. 





SS SS 


Tuesday afternoon, 2 o’clock. 


Divine service opened the session. | 
The committee, appointed to test the diaries of the can- 
didates, reported, ‘‘ That they found them porfectiy 
agreeable to the spirit and genius of the Gospel.” 





Revd. brother Hertz, who visited this session, was rea 


ceived, upon motion, as an advisory member. 


Resolved, that 400 German and 200 English copies of 
oer proceedings be printed. 1 





* 
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Resolved, that 50 German and 50 English Ordination. 


- Diplomata and the same number of Candidate Licences 


be printed. 


The following places were offered for the session of Sy~ 
nod of next year : Cootstown, in Berks, Shaferstown, m 
Lebanon, Hummelstown, in Dauphin, Mechanicksburg, in 
Cumberland county. After the counting of votes it ap- 
peared that Mechanicksburg had a majority. 


Resolved that the next session of Synod be held at the 
last above mentioned place, on the first Sabbath in Sep- — 
tember, 1832. 

Resolved, that this evening, after divine service, our 
thankfulness to the congregation and citizens of Reams- 
town and its vicinity be publickly manifested, for the love 
and friendly accommodation shown us during our stay with 
them. | 

Once more all bretheren joined in singing and prayer be- 
fore God, aspiring in gratitude to Him, the source of infi- 
nite bounty, for the love & harmony which prevailed from 
heart to heart among them, during the transactions of their 
concerns. . Me | | 





With deepest impressions of piety and fervour of devo- 
tion, they implored the further blessing of the great Sover- 
eign of the Church upon his kingdom. 


Resolved, that Synod adjourn for the present year. 


This evening Revd. Daubert preached from i Cor. 2. 2. 


Blessed Saviour! Author and Preserver of the chris- 
tian church ! extend thy blessing to every part of thy king- 
dom here below ; let the number of thy followers be mcrea- 
sed, in unity of faith and piety of life. May love and 

harmony flow from heart to heart, and party names sink 
into oblivion. Let those who are ordained to preach repen- 
tence and remission of sins, be endued with wisdom from 
on high, give them a new Spirit, and make them good min- 
isters of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the works of faith, 
and good doctrine, Continue to us, and our posterity civil 
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MINISTERIAL TRANSACTIONS 


? MINISTERS. | ‘Names & places of congreg's 
4 F. L, Herman |Swamp in New - Hanover,| 
ae 
cr 


nae on 


Pottstown* in hide aban 
township, Montg 
Payers n Colet 
ty township, ‘Berks gousity. | 









Cootstown,* Delong & Zion| 
in Maxatawny, Hereford i in 
Hereford, Peters in Rich-| 


a Cc. G. Herman 







r . mond, Dunkels in Green-| 

< - twitch, and Friedens in Gley 
ag | township, all in Berks co. 

t; I.& Guldi Vincent* in Vincent, Nyce| 
- fin East - Nantmeal, Braun-) 
* __|bachs in Coventry township, 


Chester county 5 3; Trapp inj 
4, Upper - Providence, Mont-} 
gomery county ; Allegheny 
in Cumru, Berks county,; 
and Centre in Caernarvon, 


“" | . Lancaster county 

J. S. Dubs Allentown,* Egypt, Jordan, 
“* Union, all in Lehigh co. 
of e 


--H Bibighaus |Salems in Philadelphia,* & 
e Frankfort in Frankfort 


T.H. ‘heihtiéch Tulpehoccon near Meyers- 
jtown,* Sheferstown and St. 
Jacobs in Lebanon county, 
,Reamstown and Swamp in 
Lancaster county; North- 
kill in Berks county 6 1186) 691575) 94) 7 


~ 


A.’ L. Herman |All near Reading,* in Berks 








‘ county 8 |115| 39 |489] 40] 4 
J. Steely Names of congregations not , . 
given 6 |62| 25|2661 37| 6 
Those places marked with a * * are ¢ places of the most conyenient 
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